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Senate 
The Senate met at 10 a.m. and was 

called to order by the President pro 
tempore (Mr. GRASSLEY). 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer: 

Let us pray. 
Majestic God, Your name fills the 

Earth. In spite of our challenges, You 
continue to rule with Your love, wis-
dom, and power. Grant that our law-
makers may not forget the many dan-
gers, toils, and snares You have al-
ready brought our Nation through. 

Lord, give our Senators the wisdom 
to know that You continue to direct 
the steps of the faithful and that we 
have nothing to fear. Spirit of God, 
arise within our hearts and prepare us 
for the task of this day. Surprise us 
again with Your ability to transform 
dark yesterdays into bright tomorrows, 
doing for us more than we can ask or 
imagine. 

We pray in Your great Name. Amen. 
f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The President pro tempore led the 
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mrs. 
HYDE-SMITH). The Senator from Iowa. 

Mr. GRASSLEY. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent to address my 
colleagues for 11⁄2 minutes as in morn-
ing business. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

WORLD BANK 

Mr. GRASSLEY. Madam President, I 
believe I have developed a reputation 
among my colleagues, and hopefully 
among my constituents, for trans-
parency in the issue of the public’s 

business should be public. That applies 
to how the World Bank loans U.S. dol-
lars. The World Bank is right now try-
ing to sneak through a new policy that 
offends me. 

I received word that the World Bank 
is planning to vote right now, as I 
speak, on a new country partnership 
framework with China. That frame-
work commits the World Bank to pro-
viding China with billions of dollars in 
loans indefinitely. What is odd about 
this is that China is now the world’s 
second largest economy and its per 
capita income is well above the levels 
at which countries are supposed to 
graduate from needing World Bank as-
sistance. In other words, China should 
stand on their own two feet without 
help from the American taxpayers or 
even indirectly through the World 
Bank. 

It happens that our country is the 
World Bank’s largest contributor, and 
the spending bill that funds the World 
Bank includes a provision for a big cap-
ital increase from the American tax-
payers to the World Bank. With this 
legislation pending, we in the Congress 
have an opportunity to weigh in and we 
should take that opportunity to make 
sure that American taxpayer dollars 
don’t go to China, particularly when 
China is taking their own money and 
investing in the Belt and Road Initia-
tive to get influence around several 
countries on the face of the Earth. 

I will have more to say later on this 
topic. 

I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

proceeded to call the roll. 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President, 

I ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY 
LEADER 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader is recognized. 

f 

BUSINESS BEFORE THE SENATE 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President, 

for weeks now, the Republicans have 
been asking the Democrats to take off 
their impeachment blinders and let 
Congress legislate for the American 
people. We have argued that American 
families deserve better than this par-
tisan paralysis, where the Democrats 
literally obsess over impeachment and 
obstruct everything else. 

This very morning, for example, the 
Speaker gave a speech on national tele-
vision to push forward her rushed and 
partisan impeachment, with not one 
word on the outstanding legislation the 
American people actually need—noth-
ing on the USMCA or the NDAA or 
funding for our Armed Forces. It is all 
impeachment, all the time. Only in 
this town, only in Washington, does 
anybody think it is OK for our Armed 
Forces to go unfunded and for a major 
trade deal to go unpassed, because the 
Democrats are too busy hosting a panel 
of law professors to criticize President 
Trump on television instead of being 
busy on the things the American peo-
ple actually need us to address. 

The Kentuckians I represent cannot 
believe our military commanders are 
being denied certainty, our men and 
women in uniform are being denied sta-
ble funding, and 176,000 new American 
jobs are being held up all because the 
Democratic leadership thinks there is 
more political advantage in obstruc-
tion than in doing their jobs. Well, the 
servicemembers and personnel in the 
Kentucky National Guard and at Fort 
Campbell, Fort Knox, and the Blue 
Grass Army Depot aren’t going to sim-
ply stop doing their jobs. No, they are 
counting on us to pass critical defense 
legislation that reforms housing and 
spousal employment programs, that in-
vests in construction, readiness, and 
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